
Pic-Time Connect - Installation Guide

🚀  Installation Methods

Choose the method that works best for you:

Method 1: WordPress Admin Installation ⭐  (Recommended)

This is the easiest method and works for most users.

Step 1: Access Plugin Installation

1. Log into your WordPress admin dashboard

2. Navigate to: Plugins → Add New

3. You'll see the "Add Plugins" page

Step 2: Search for the Plugin

1. Click the search box in the top right

2. Type: Pic-Time Connect

3. Press Enter or click the search icon

Step 3: Install the Plugin

1. Find "Pic-Time Connect" in the search results

2. Click the Install Now button

3. Wait for the installation to complete (usually 10-30 seconds)

4. The button will change to Activate

Step 4: Activate the Plugin



1. Click the Activate button

2. Success! You'll see a confirmation message

3. Navigate to: Tools → Pic-Time Connect to configure settings

Method 2: Manual Installation

Use this method if you have the plugin ZIP file or if Method 1 doesn't work.

Step 1: Download the Plugin

If installing from WordPress.org: Download from the plugin page

If you received a ZIP file: Ensure you have pic-time-connect.zip

Step 2: Upload via WordPress Admin

1. Log into your WordPress admin dashboard

2. Navigate to: Plugins → Add New

3. Click: Upload Plugin button at the top

4. Click: Choose File button

5. Select the pic-time-connect.zip  file from your computer

6. Click: Install Now

Step 3: Activate the Plugin

1. Wait for upload and installation to complete

2. Click: Activate Plugin button

3. Success! The plugin is now active

Method 3: FTP Upload (Advanced Users)



Only use this method if you're comfortable with FTP and file management.

Step 1: Extract the Plugin

1. Download the plugin ZIP file

2. Extract/Unzip the file on your computer

3. Locate the pic-time-connect  folder

Step 2: Upload via FTP

1. Connect to your website using FTP client (FileZilla, etc.)

2. Navigate to /wp-content/plugins/  directory

3. Upload the entire pic-time-connect  folder

4. Ensure all files are uploaded correctly

Step 3: Activate via WordPress Admin

1. Log into your WordPress admin dashboard

2. Navigate to: Plugins → Installed Plugins

3. Find "Pic-Time Connect" in the list

4. Click: Activate link

⚙️  Initial Setup & Configuration

Follow these steps after successful installation and activation.

Step 1: Access Plugin Settings

1. Navigate to: Tools → Pic-Time Connect

2. You'll see the main plugin dashboard



Step 2: Verify WordPress Integration (Automatic)

The plugin automatically configures WordPress sitemap integration if your site supports it:

WordPress 5.5+: Integration enabled automatically

WordPress 5.0-5.4: Standalone mode (still works perfectly)

Step 3: Configure Basic Settings (Optional)

Gallery Processing Options:

Selective Gallery Mode:

✅  Keep DISABLED for most users (includes all galleries)

✅  Enable ONLY if you want to control which galleries appear in sitemaps

WordPress Integration:

✅  Keep ENABLED (recommended for WordPress 5.5+)

✅  Disable ONLY if you experience conflicts with other SEO plugins

Debug Logging:

✅  Keep DISABLED for production sites

✅  Enable only for troubleshooting issues

Step 4: Verify Installation Success

Check Sitemap URLs in the admin interface:

Primary: yoursite.com/?direct_image_sitemap=1

XML Format: yoursite.com/ptbsb_image_sitemap.xml



WordPress: yoursite.com/wp-sitemap.xml  (if integration enabled)

Test Sitemap Generation:

1. Click any sitemap URL to verify it loads

2. You should see XML output with your Pic-Time gallery images

Check robots.txt:

1. Visit: yoursite.com/robots.txt

2. Look for sitemap entries added by the plugin

✅  Verification Checklist

After installation, verify these items work:

✅  Plugin Status

 Plugin appears in Plugins → Installed Plugins

 Plugin shows as "Active"

 No error messages during activation

✅  Admin Interface

 Can access Tools → Pic-Time Connect

 Admin page loads without errors

 Settings can be saved successfully

✅  Sitemap Generation

 Primary sitemap URL loads and shows XML

 XML sitemap URL loads and shows XML

 WordPress sitemap includes plugin images (if integration enabled)



✅  WordPress Integration

 System Information shows integration status

 No conflicts with existing SEO plugins

 Robots.txt includes sitemap URLs

🚨  Common Installation Issues & Solutions

Issue 1: "Plugin could not be activated"

Causes & Solutions:

PHP Version: Ensure PHP 7.4 or higher

WordPress Version: Ensure WordPress 5.0 or higher

File Permissions: Check plugin folder permissions (755)

Memory Limit: Increase PHP memory limit if needed

Issue 2: "Cannot access admin page"

Solutions:

Clear Cache: Clear any caching plugins

Check Permissions: Ensure user has 'manage_options' capability

Deactivate Conflicts: Temporarily deactivate other plugins

Issue 3: "Sitemaps not working"

Solutions:

Use Reset Tool: Go to admin page → Reset & Flush

Check Permalinks: Visit Settings → Permalinks and click Save



Verify Pic-Time Galleries: Ensure you have Pic-Time galleries in posts

Issue 4: "WordPress integration not working"

Causes & Solutions:

WordPress Version: Requires WordPress 5.5+ for integration

Sitemaps Disabled: Enable in Settings → Reading → Search Engine Visibility

Conflicts: Check for SEO plugin conflicts in admin interface

🎯  Quick Start for New Users

If you're new to WordPress plugins:

1. Install: Use Method 1 (WordPress Admin) - it's the easiest

2. Activate: Click the Activate button after installation

3. Visit Settings: Go to Tools → Pic-Time Connect

4. Keep Defaults: The default settings work for 95% of users

5. Test Sitemap: Click a sitemap URL to verify it works

6. Submit to Search Console: Add sitemap URLs to Google Search Console

If you're experienced with WordPress:

1. Install & Activate: Use your preferred method

2. Review Settings: Check Tools → Pic-Time Connect for optimal configuration

3. Configure Selective Mode: If needed for specific gallery control

4. Verify Integration: Ensure WordPress sitemap integration works

5. Monitor Performance: Use System Information section for status



📞  Getting Help

Before Requesting Support:

1. Try Reset Tool: Use "Reset & Flush" in Maintenance Tools

2. Check System Info: Review compatibility status in admin

3. Enable Debug Logging: Turn on logging to capture error details

4. Test with Default Theme: Temporarily switch to default WordPress theme

Support Channels:

WordPress.org Forum: Best for general plugin questions

Pic-Time Support: For Pic-Time gallery-specific issues

Plugin Admin: Use "Download Debug Log" for technical support

🎉  You're Ready!

Once installed, your Pic-Time Connect will:

✅  Automatically generate image sitemaps from your Pic-Time galleries

✅  Integrate seamlessly with WordPress 5.5+ sitemap system

✅  Update robots.txt to include your sitemaps

✅  Improve SEO by helping search engines find your images

No additional configuration required for most users!

System Requirements

WordPress: 5.0+ (5.5+ recommended for full integration)

PHP: 7.4+



Pic-Time Account: Active galleries required

Permissions: Site must be public for robots.txt integration

Technical Notes

Plugin follows WordPress coding standards

Full internationalization support

Backward compatible with all existing Pic-Time installations

SEO plugin compatibility detection included

Comprehensive error handling and logging


