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E-mail:  

 

 

July 31, 2025 

 
FOIL Appeals Officer 

amber 

 

VIA E-MAIL 

 

Re: Freedom of Information Law Appeal re: R 24 
 

 

Dear FOIL Appeals Officer: 

  
We write on behalf of Scrutinize and Janon Fisher in response to your letter dated July 14, 2025, 

in which you denied a portion of their FOIL request, dated November 14, 2024, produced certain 

limited records, and stated that other records do not exist or were unable to be located. Because 

the Executive Chamber provided only partial responses to parts 1, 2, 3 and 6 of the request and 

improperly withheld additional records, we write to you to seek immediate disclosure of the 

remaining records. With respect to part 4 of the request, while we dispute that the request was not 

reasonably described, we write to narrow the scope of the request in an effort to expedite the release 

of the requested records.  

 

Scrutinize and Mr. Fisher filed this request on November 14, 2024, seeking the following:  

 

1. All members who have served on any of the Governor's Judicial Screening Committees, 

including but not limited to the State Committee, First Department Committee, Second 

Department Committee, Third Department Committee, and Fourth Department Committee, from 

2000 to the present date.  

2. For each committee member identified in Request No. 1, please provide records sufficient to 

identify:  

a. The member's full name  

b. Their professional or organizational affiliation at the time of their committee service, if available 

c. The start and end dates of their committee membership  

d. The specific committee(s) on which they served  

e. Whether the member served as a chairperson of the committee; if so, the start and end of their 

service as chairperson  

f. Who appointed or selected the member to the Committee (Governor, Chief Judge, etc.)  

3. Any and all documents, including but not limited to memos, guidelines, handbooks, or other 

written materials, that provide guidance on: a. How the committees are to evaluate candidates for 

judicial appointments or designations b. What information the committees are to collect about 
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candidates c. Which individuals or organizations the committees are to contact for information 

about candidates  

4. Any internal communications, reports, or documents discussing the establishment, operation, or 

modification of the Judicial Screening Committees and their processes from January 1, 2010 to 

the present.  

5. Any statistics or reports on the number of candidates evaluated, recommended, or appointed 

through this process from January 1, 2000 to the present.  

6. Copies of all Executive Orders since January 1, 2000 concerning the Governor's Judicial 

Screening Committees. 

  

Attached as Exhibit A is a copy of the request. On November 14, 2024, the Executive Chamber 

acknowledged receipt of the request. Attached as Exhibit B is a copy of the acknowledgement of 

receipt of request. The Executive Chamber extended its time to respond to the request several times 

since November. Attached as Exhibit C are copies of those extensions. On July 14, 2025, the 

Executive Chamber responded as follows:  

 

With respect to parts 1 and 2 of the request, it provided a link for the current members of the New 

York State Judicial Screening Committees and claimed that “no records were located” dating back 

to 2000 because “we do not maintain records in a manner that permits practical retrieval of the 

information requested.” Attached as Exhibit D is the Executive Chamber’s response. But that is 

not the standard to withhold records under FOIL. It is the agency’s burden to “establish that ‘the 

descriptions were insufficient for purposes of locating and identifying the documents sought.’” 

Konigsberg v. Coughlin, 68 N.Y.2d 245, 249 (1986). While the Executive Chamber does not need 

to search for a needle in a haystack, it has provided no basis whatsoever for its claim that it cannot 

easily locate the names of all members who have served on the Governor’s Judicial Screening 

Committees from 2000 to the present. Likewise, easily retrievable meeting minutes, calendar 

entries, written or email correspondence, news announcements or appointment letters, 

undoubtedly contain the related requested information regarding dates of service, committee 

makeup, service as chair if applicable, who selected the member to the Committee, and their 

professional affiliation at the time of appointment where available.   

 

With respect to parts 3 and 6 of your request, the Executive Chamber provided links to two 

Executive Orders, but failed to even state whether this was a complete response to the request for 

all Executive Orders since 2000 (On information and belief it is not). See Ex. D. Nor did the 

Executive Chamber state whether it had conducted a search for any memos, guidelines, handbooks 

or other written materials concerning the evaluation of candidates as outlined in part 3 of the 

request.  

 

With respect to part 4 of the request, the Executive Chamber denied the request, reproduced below, 

as not reasonably described. Id.  

 

4. Any internal communications, reports, or documents discussing the establishment, operation, or 

modification of the Judicial Screening Committees and their processes from January 1, 2010 to 

the present.  
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Instead of appealing this ruling with respect to part 4, we write to resolve this issue without 

engaging further in the administrative appeal process by narrowing the request.  

 

We request that the Executive Chamber conduct a search for the documents listed in part four by 

limiting the request to Governor Hochul’s term in office starting on Aug. 24, 2021 to the present, 

and by running an electronic search limited to the following four search terms in combination with 

any of the additional terms below:  

 
• “Judicial Screening Committee” 
• “screening committee” 
• “Screening panel” 
• “JSC” 

 
In combination with any of these other terms that suggest records about creation, structure, or 
operations: 
establishment 
creation 
formation 
restructure 
amendment 
modification 
revision 
operation 
procedures 
protocol 
guidelines 
policies 
criteria 
“evaluation standards” 
“membership rules” 
“appointment process” 
vetting 
“nomination review” 
“rule change” 
“policy change” 
“internal memo” 
memorandum 
report 
briefing 
presentation 
minutes 
recommendations 
advisory 
“Governor’s Office” 
“Executive Chamber” 
“Chief Counsel” 
“Appointments Secretary” 
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“Executive Order” 
“EO” 
 

In short, we agree to limiting the scope by searching for each of the four committee phrases listed 

above along with each of these additional terms to help focus the search on documents about how 

the committees were established, operated, or modified. 

 

For the reasons described above, we thus appeal the denial or partial denial or parts 1,2, 3, and 6 

of the request and ask that these parts of the request be promptly granted within 10 business days 

as required under FOIL. And we additionally have narrowed part 4 of the request as described 

above in an effort to expedite a response to that request. Please let us know if it would be helpful 

to discuss part 4 of the request on the phone once you have reviewed the narrowed request.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
CORNELL LAW SCHOOL  

FIRST AMENDMENT CLINIC 

 

By:   /s/ Heather E. Murray   

 

 
Counsel for Scrutinize and Janon Fisher 



 

 

 

 
 

EXHIBIT A 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heather E. Murray 

Associate Director 

Cornell Law School First Amendment Clinic 

Managing Attorney, Local Journalism Project 

 

 

Phone:  

E-mail:  

November 14, 2024 
 
Christopher Ritchey 
FOIL Counsel & Records Access Officer 

amber 
 

24 

 

VIA E-mail 

 

Re: Freedom of Information Law Request  

 

Dear Mr. Ritchey: 

 

Pursuant to the New York Freedom of Information Law, I hereby request the following 

records sufficient to identify the following: 

 

1. All members who have served on any of the Governor's Judicial Screening 

Committees, including but not limited to the State Committee, First Department 

Committee, Second Department Committee, Third Department Committee, and 

Fourth Department Committee, from 2000 to the present date. 

2. For each committee member identified in Request No. 1, please provide records 

sufficient to identify: 

a. The member's full name 

b. Their professional or organizational affiliation at the time of their 

committee service, if available 

c. The start and end dates of their committee membership 

d. The specific committee(s) on which they served 

e. Whether the member served as a chairperson of the committee; if so, the 

start and end of their service as chairperson 

f. Who appointed or selected the member to the Committee (Governor, Chief 

Judge, etc.)  

3. Any and all documents, including but not limited to memos, guidelines, 

handbooks, or other written materials, that provide guidance on: 
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a. How the committees are to evaluate candidates for judicial appointments or 

designations 

b. What information the committees are to collect about candidates 

c. Which individuals or organizations the committees are to contact for 

information about candidates 

4. Any internal communications, reports, or documents discussing the establishment, 

operation, or modification of the Judicial Screening Committees and their 

processes from January 1, 2010 to the present.  

5. Any statistics or reports on the number of candidates evaluated, recommended, or 

appointed through this process from January 1, 2000 to the present. 

6. Copies of all Executive Orders since January 1, 2000 concerning the Governor's 

Judicial Screening Committees. 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is 

not being made for commercial purposes. Disclosure of the information is in the public 

interest, and we therefore request that any fees charged for fulfilling the request be 

waived. Please provide all of the requested records to us via email at 

, , and . If a portion 

of the records cannot be emailed, please advise us of the available methods to obtain 

access to the remaining records.  

 

If some of the requested records are located before others, please produce on a rolling 

basis.  

 

If for any reason any portion of the request is denied, please inform us of the reasons for 

the denial in writing and provide the name, address, and email address of the person or 

body to whom an appeal should be directed. Thank you in advance for your anticipated 

cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your response to this request within 

five business days, as the statute requires. 
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Sincerely, 
 
CORNELL LAW SCHOOL  
FIRST AMENDMENT CLINIC 
 

By:   /s/ Heather E. Murray   

 

 

Counsel for Scrutinize and Janon Fisher 



 

 

 

 
 

EXHIBIT B 



From:
To:
Subject: FOIL Records Request :: R 24
Date: Thursday, November 14, 2024 1:26:38 PM

Dear Heather Murray:

This message acknowledges receipt of your request. Your request was received in this
office on 11/14/2024 and given the reference number R 24 for tracking
purposes.

Records Requested: 1. All members who have served on any of the Governor's Judicial
Screening Committees, including but not limited to the State Committee, First Department
Committee, Second Department Committee, Third Department Committee, and Fourth
Department Committee, from 2000 to the present date. 2. For each committee member
identified in Request No. 1, please provide records sufficient to identify: a. The member's
full name b. Their professional or organizational affiliation at the time of their committee
service, if available c. The start and end dates of their committee membership d. The
specific committee(s) on which they served e. Whether the member served as a
chairperson of the committee; if so, the start and end of their service as chairperson f. Who
appointed or selected the member to the Committee (Governor, Chief Judge, etc.) 3. Any
and all documents, including but not limited to memos, guidelines, handbooks, or other
written materials, that provide guidance on: a. How the committees are to evaluate
candidates for judicial appointments or designations b. What information the committees
are to collect about candidates c. Which individuals or organizations the committees are to
contact for information about candidates 4. Any internal communications, reports, or
documents discussing the establishment, operation, or modification of the Judicial
Screening Committees and their processes from January 1, 2010 to the present. 5. Any
statistics or reports on the number of candidates evaluated, recommended, or appointed
through this process from January 1, 2000 to the present. 6. Copies of all Executive Orders
since January 1, 2000 concerning the Governor's Judicial Screening Committees.

We will provide you with a status update on or before 12/13/2024. 

You can monitor the progress of your request at the link below and you'll receive an email
when your request has been completed.
 
New York State Executive Chamber Records Access Office
 

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Records Access Center

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu8387778.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.VEsWrlMiJDg0mXafq1mEXWS-2BCZju-2FdMaGhbSjKp8W93yOtmCg6j5kOx5m3EDJ3LCL4hTM9pNRHV8mxwWuo53Y9f3e-2FrdvScNIBL30KPdZQM-3DBZwF_m62y2h8oZXzM5w4oEPJHQZfJk8sB-2FttgkGEJk5427AeZdGi-2BgdZi7pPQrEHjEqrGY0uCeO6hW1WSxZ2UVvlrU9wl73cHzo0JQ5ztFojjx-2Fw3nkNTxWsz8KWjwAF5INMKQanhPMWZalo0geRZRtv3F4JqhRoEBCb662pwA-2BRB1-2F80E1v71jMwVDaKv0O9jom4OLOoHoFlMLEisgaLUgilnbcTn8MJqnMqUjXcgIS5iQO49igQH0pj861WxqDK3oKYiDekDcmzIGHy8G0XuFwgntOq-2BNfhNXhi1uIu50u4GSGvVnwGQLKJqa7UPwXNkKIhrGtCDLeItC-2FuuEt4cCdbl-2FOkfpPSkLIBvvcNKIexwlo-3D&data=05%7C02%7Chem58%40cornell.edu%7Cdb88462d5d5148ccde6108dd04d9dd2e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638672055974914570%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5srgUaOuTco2Y%2FA%2FlQh4YAWjfp97nYesx2zGrZl9Zpk%3D&reserved=0




 

 

 

 
 

EXHIBIT C 



From:
To:
Subject: [Records Center] FOIL Records Request :: R 24
Date: Friday, December 13, 2024 5:06:13 PM

--- Please respond above this line ---

RE: FOIL Records Request of November 14, 2024, Reference # R 24

Dear Heather Murray,
 
Please be advised that we require additional time to complete our response to your FOIL
request dated November 14, 2024.  We will provide you with a status update on or before
January 16, 2025, if we have not completed our response by then.
 
Thank you for your courtesy in this matter.

New York State Executive Chamber Records Access Office

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Records Access Center

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu8387778.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.VEsWrlMiJDg0mXafq1mEXWS-2BCZju-2FdMaGhbSjKp8W92mhZKDmfdLZ4ArdFOtNdJfdOVXnbtV2ebcXq-2BgnF8q2kcRlQiVOobwPS3maEZ8aos-3Du-fR_m62y2h8oZXzM5w4oEPJHQZfJk8sB-2FttgkGEJk5427AeZdGi-2BgdZi7pPQrEHjEqrGUV3FIvHr7rlMh5VnWdcheavZG-2BVuMf7wEIofnWr0YjWrwyGRLeQcU27WnRVOIs6XaHtG0njppQEnQs6PhG3ZH-2Fe-2BhTpSCw9qZdQWveirAF7GCV-2FOJbsdpTK8TPtPjmWgWfwPKRX4ytQRPwYsTVe2B7K0Swe9UZ7230pDtIEskP4d7FREmIzdtNe-2BrST9ZT5z28WkJ2oKqnwmIE-2BSuOsuzgbqmWUjwZEsYWfGWoJKIxxdz8GMS39dtwIid9-2BapWsgizSNmuDdBp4WrUw0DvuX2U8ho4X32rN72LHZB9vmX-2F8-3D&data=05%7C02%7Chem58%40cornell.edu%7Cf908ea9b46844e560e8c08dd1bc2583f%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638697243726268688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nwv23iLQVGF5jePx8ko9P9TYCfJz25iffeQQ8Nhydtc%3D&reserved=0


From:
To:
Subject: [Records Center] FOIL Records Request :: R 24
Date: Thursday, January 16, 2025 2:41:12 PM

--- Please respond above this line ---

RE: FOIL Records Request of November 14, 2024, Reference # R 24

Dear Heather Murray,
 
Please be advised that we require additional time to complete our response to your FOIL
request dated November 14, 2024.  We will provide you with a status update on or before
February 14, 2025, if we have not completed our response by then.
 
Thank you for your courtesy in this matter.

New York State Executive Chamber Records Access Office

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Records Access Center

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu8387778.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.VEsWrlMiJDg0mXafq1mEXWS-2BCZju-2FdMaGhbSjKp8W92mhZKDmfdLZ4ArdFOtNdJfdOVXnbtV2ebcXq-2BgnF8q2kcRlQiVOobwPS3maEZ8aos-3D-4jP_m62y2h8oZXzM5w4oEPJHQZfJk8sB-2FttgkGEJk5427AeZdGi-2BgdZi7pPQrEHjEqrGYmKAbixZplZabhAIHHi91A0C9mR-2BG-2FW-2BUfZ7rEqHZbrAwopeMzwidrpFreWPtdN2xE-2FdCx8-2FQfFynFm8wPVb-2F7xlM-2FmGUa7xH8fYfXxx14kqVSbqNsHeIRcSQN7YX78bXZvwxNQgYNipIiAJkot6P3cSmhqbekJdA1MWt-2BSQjgN8ml1NdHCCb1jcaWDoMhL2UsVwNJLd2xvKaWdyp7N5svMWCr9JcBlhv9NHVCNF07bWehp5byLlY2xvkazlY-2BaG7YJVAXAS9KQ0g5ShpnqdfYC3tsBM0t2Tp7Y4cdRxo1E-3D&data=05%7C02%7Chem58%40cornell.edu%7C55d88454655c496c413708dd3665b926%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638726532717926960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dfbtPAq3l2BBomkn2wrPF77v33Si1ngFe0%2FLw0Gb1Uo%3D&reserved=0


From:
To:
Subject: [Records Center] FOIL Records Request :: R 24
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 3:16:30 PM

--- Please respond above this line ---

RE: FOIL Records Request of November 14, 2024, Reference # R 24

Dear Heather Murray,
 
Please be advised that we require additional time to complete our response to your FOIL
request dated November 14, 2024.  We will provide you with a status update on or before
March 17, 2025, if we have not completed our response by then.
 
Thank you for your courtesy in this matter.

New York State Executive Chamber Records Access Office

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Records Access Center

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu8387778.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.VEsWrlMiJDg0mXafq1mEXWS-2BCZju-2FdMaGhbSjKp8W92mhZKDmfdLZ4ArdFOtNdJfdOVXnbtV2ebcXq-2BgnF8q2kcRlQiVOobwPS3maEZ8aos-3DoErL_m62y2h8oZXzM5w4oEPJHQZfJk8sB-2FttgkGEJk5427AeZdGi-2BgdZi7pPQrEHjEqrG7faufuZz0W9LEq2sNQXreKJiq9IwiHQCMc2nOBGer2YVD7A2-2BiOu-2FKXOVlxUTBAPgHJ-2Bg9gKFSJoZpwSOqedvQ0Z2dOjiGzEUo0oFOZIdXfFUzow4zYBXWUteXGISYXFzafZ-2F7gWF7QJTC41J6gbJmfYjITjOVNp6bL64J-2FuQtxt62yGvkShvXkWawYJNJQnnXO-2Bx-2Fs2oKCjxApZAcYb5nYRo6-2FPnPBzhuNZk97NK-2BVYUOFvq98Yr2oIWCu9GY-2Fu-2Fy15Y7yuEqRfyOShrPTP9CrXJS5BnkK10zQJ3AqFcls-3D&data=05%7C02%7Chem58%40cornell.edu%7C6df69ef50d064843d6ce08dd4d3475ff%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638751609901146671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fgTCZSylp5UybdpN3fO8%2FiDNV3KTpBkr7ZOWfbWctrU%3D&reserved=0


From:
To:
Subject: [Records Center] FOIL Records Request :: R 24
Date: Monday, March 17, 2025 1:24:22 PM

--- Please respond above this line ---

RE: FOIL Records Request of November 14, 2024, Reference # R 24

Dear Heather Murray,
 
Please be advised that we require additional time to complete our response to your FOIL
request dated November 14, 2024.  We will provide you with a status update on or before
April 14, 2025, if we have not completed our response by then.
 
Thank you for your courtesy in this matter.

New York State Executive Chamber Records Access Office

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Records Access Center

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu8387778.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.VEsWrlMiJDg0mXafq1mEXWS-2BCZju-2FdMaGhbSjKp8W92mhZKDmfdLZ4ArdFOtNdJfdOVXnbtV2ebcXq-2BgnF8q2kcRlQiVOobwPS3maEZ8aos-3DMW4s_m62y2h8oZXzM5w4oEPJHQZfJk8sB-2FttgkGEJk5427AeZdGi-2BgdZi7pPQrEHjEqrGueUnVaE7ivDjs-2F8b1d6-2FYLfSaz6UkSoEdiBwqF58DJ1M7yUszXpNALjdNQDxuYNSmHQyX59lgkPw-2FGMzpsy9yY9HLzq7FoayQLcsORr8v6GOz0IP4IaWdKJE1aivOuQauVQv6PhFQKgdWM9TAU875CT0IoTA8Y2d-2F4JRd140ZbgrVSSXipwKMAkYQlG9xyTJEETtxQO1jtaZFNNidkMUHD-2FbD6Fbi2UoQKlesLbpjh4Ns-2FoR1wAfr4AwLpguB-2BO2DgMtzQenvA-2BRLeZlLBXRUKCBHzhgXKp3FyRiBNaCzGw-3D&data=05%7C02%7Chem58%40cornell.edu%7C8583bef37fdc4aabb92808dd65788cc8%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638778290620810085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i9H46ESPjqPLI0jSAwzqzXzfSAu9vOlAgnWIkrArg74%3D&reserved=0


From:
To:
Subject: [Records Center] FOIL Records Request :: R 24
Date: Friday, April 11, 2025 4:45:11 PM

--- Please respond above this line ---

RE: FOIL Records Request of November 14, 2024, Reference # R 24

Dear Heather Murray,
 
Please be advised that we require additional time to complete our response to your FOIL
request dated November 14, 2024.  We will provide you with a status update on or before
May 12, 2025, if we have not completed our response by then.
 
Thank you for your courtesy in this matter.

New York State Executive Chamber Records Access Office

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Records Access Center

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu8387778.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.VEsWrlMiJDg0mXafq1mEXWS-2BCZju-2FdMaGhbSjKp8W92mhZKDmfdLZ4ArdFOtNdJfdOVXnbtV2ebcXq-2BgnF8q2kcRlQiVOobwPS3maEZ8aos-3DqCoQ_m62y2h8oZXzM5w4oEPJHQZfJk8sB-2FttgkGEJk5427AeZdGi-2BgdZi7pPQrEHjEqrGBSC-2BGSt0QMEXZRt21H6mHJyRRZUDEc1eMeo91wNIqHKTAa5qPHyzs081pi1oYZZ4qf4C7Q75GXb8cVseTff6zYCXB49gx6TR7EfHHFb9oJayXBoTslIPmT3KcEL0IWC4IEAyjX1cal2-2FRywQRnIJErtJ3izN6hR3tlXDsAZFx1Id1tP1Lweqcrf1BMvXsvN99mn3PSXFX19O37ebT04sinxwm7JQbdG8Jmi9qn8wydtZi-2BGqz3ru9y1TC7kLC-2BbrL929N59USwSmw56gRSReFfHL1sL5P0ERqeg9I7nYoTQ-3D&data=05%7C02%7Chem58%40cornell.edu%7Ce0926dc78e304d9066c608dd7939beed%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638800011108965123%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bKdeduDrNedn7bELUI%2FkBzBwyJUvvZfNCJDaJLf4YII%3D&reserved=0


From:
To:
Subject: [Records Center] FOIL Records Request :: R 24
Date: Monday, May 12, 2025 4:46:07 PM

--- Please respond above this line ---

RE: FOIL Records Request of November 14, 2024, Reference # R 24

Dear Heather Murray,
 
Please be advised that we require additional time to complete our response to your FOIL
request dated November 14, 2024. 
We will provide you with a status update on or before June 10, 2025, if we have not
completed our response by then.
 
Thank you for your courtesy in this matter.

New York State Executive Chamber Records Access Office

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Records Access Center

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu8387778.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.VEsWrlMiJDg0mXafq1mEXWS-2BCZju-2FdMaGhbSjKp8W92mhZKDmfdLZ4ArdFOtNdJfdOVXnbtV2ebcXq-2BgnF8q2kcRlQiVOobwPS3maEZ8aos-3Dn4Gs_m62y2h8oZXzM5w4oEPJHQZfJk8sB-2FttgkGEJk5427AeZdGi-2BgdZi7pPQrEHjEqrG9rc2c3NbnriOj5p0TksyxMI2-2FWcnIUovQHovvmCbGJOQLD-2BjFDRt8I0uNkbIuldAzXTjwpePZSKP68pCWrycpz4PWyblJJRs-2FrqBeGzVvh2rFUO9IOPD5lYAJW99m95Px7BPxQAIeaKAL-2FdgVB9sD7qY4KFoCeRCagJEp-2B-2FvZL6EIL1FMbkS3Nog7h5y2oeFP3wDYuY7KZBb3cDJSFOcnsfr2oHeVcx4Vi-2B9EBIxDYNwyv1JR04ZNf0xRLfhFLso8d2x3nA7qcoHEmhVrAzIWhUUPDGV6-2BmUsvu-2BVMTSuoE-3D&data=05%7C02%7Chem58%40cornell.edu%7C6a302d8a84d14ac93f1108dd91960232%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638826795669508231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQBYzYQAVLqXo9Yqr6hwsK%2F2vg9OshG%2BLhVLX4B7CIo%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 
 

EXHIBIT D 



From:
To:
Subject: [Records Center] FOIL Records Request :: R 24
Date: Monday, July 14, 2025 5:37:24 PM

--- Please respond above this line ---

RE: FOIL Records Request of November 14, 2024, Reference # R 24

Dear Heather Murray,
 
This letter responds to your request dated November 14, 2024, which pursuant to FOIL,
requested:
 

1. All members who have served on any of the Governor's Judicial Screening
Committees, including but not limited to the State Committee, First Department
Committee, Second Department Committee, Third Department Committee, and

Fourth Department Committee, from 2000 to the present date. 2. For each committee
member identified in Request No. 1, please provide records sufficient to identify: a.

The member's full name b. Their professional or organizational affiliation at the time
of their committee service, if available c. The start and end dates of their committee

membership d. The specific committee(s) on which they served e. Whether the
member served as a chairperson of the committee; if so, the start and end of their
service as chairperson f. Who appointed or selected the member to the Committee

(Governor, Chief Judge, etc.) 3. Any and all documents, including but not limited to
memos, guidelines, handbooks, or other written materials, that provide guidance on:

a. How the committees are to evaluate candidates for judicial appointments or
designations b. What information the committees are to collect about candidates c.
Which individuals or organizations the committees are to contact for information

about candidates 4. Any internal communications, reports, or documents discussing
the establishment, operation, or modification of the Judicial Screening Committees
and their processes from January 1, 2010 to the present. 5. Any statistics or reports
on the number of candidates evaluated, recommended, or appointed through this

process from January 1, 2000 to the present. 6. Copies of all Executive Orders since
January 1, 2000 concerning the Governor's Judicial Screening Committees.

 
With respect to parts 1 and 2 of your request, please see the following link for the current
members of the New York State Judicial Screening Committees: 



 
With respect to your request for records dating back to 2000, we have completed a diligent
search for records and no documents were located as we do not maintain records in a
manner that permits practical retrieval of the information requested.

With respect to parts 3 and 6 of your request, records responsive to your request are
included within the following links: https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-
10/EO_6.pdf and   

With respect to part 4 of your request, this portion of your request is denied pursuant to
Public Officers Law § 89(3) which requires a request for records to be
“reasonably described.” Whether a request is reasonably described may be dependent
upon the nature of an agency’s filing or record keeping system and agency employees
are not required to engage in herculean or unreasonable efforts to locate records (see
Konigsberg v. Coughlin, 68 N.Y.2d 245 (N.Y. 1986) and the NYS Committee on Open
Government’s FOIL Advisory Opinions 18949 and 18863).  Your request seeking “any”
records of "internal communications" "discussing" a broad topic for a fourteen-year period
does not sufficiently identify the types of records sought to enable the Executive Chamber
to facilitate a search and locate responsive records. Specifically, your request does not
include any reasonable search terms, custodians or time period for which a search may be
conducted. 

With respect to part 5 of your request, we have conducted a diligent search and have not
located any records responsive to your request.
 
Pursuant to Public Officers Law § 89(4)(a), you have thirty (30) days to take a written
appeal of this determination.  You may appeal by writing:  FOIL Appeals Officer,
Executive Chamber, , Albany, New York, 12224; or by email at

.

Sincerely,

New York State Executive Chamber Records Access Office

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Records Access Center

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu8387778.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.VEsWrlMiJDg0mXafq1mEXTR2MKD3ZqW7HeM3Apch1MP84xsWtkPLg-2F50c2srzX0Y5HQFyWTn4LXZMm0TZG5ziRLI0vGe-2F87vSooqGNMxp5o-3DZYIN_m62y2h8oZXzM5w4oEPJHQZfJk8sB-2FttgkGEJk5427AeZdGi-2BgdZi7pPQrEHjEqrG5lCtjqFY9SNE4eWM2WQHTND4gUhfsG21TZHRIJOLMz20fTzLvZV907eDO-2B-2BD9K3IjvyyEKavsPurfhlp5TWwdWnceMiTWMcGH6BDQ6Tb-2FNajt7Zb4Ja8qaXRuvo3xbsXG33jNJiqcuqQvZz8YK51Vwo2ua-2Bvol8eUQBjkpGUHh6-2FZArZ9XqJr-2FUl4Y4VxUizHBhjeuFK8kEqLy4JPiBHzjhEwq-2FSU35DpijnwcpSlM5bi2EwGIToXQ-2FNt-2Bl7p815-2BUmeytGWGgeyaHUPTVSXVApfeTMMexobMK8rJPSALEs-3D&data=05%7C02%7Chem58%40cornell.edu%7C27b12338a88c4ab1d5da08ddc31e94c2%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638881258435810229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FYKvbyUR521ZPwWhsWJTMrgzcjSvDRuMRre%2F316TLTQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu8387778.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.VEsWrlMiJDg0mXafq1mEXTR2MKD3ZqW7HeM3Apch1MP84xsWtkPLg-2F50c2srzX0Y5HQFyWTn4LXZMm0TZG5ziRLI0vGe-2F87vSooqGNMxp5o-3DZYIN_m62y2h8oZXzM5w4oEPJHQZfJk8sB-2FttgkGEJk5427AeZdGi-2BgdZi7pPQrEHjEqrG5lCtjqFY9SNE4eWM2WQHTND4gUhfsG21TZHRIJOLMz20fTzLvZV907eDO-2B-2BD9K3IjvyyEKavsPurfhlp5TWwdWnceMiTWMcGH6BDQ6Tb-2FNajt7Zb4Ja8qaXRuvo3xbsXG33jNJiqcuqQvZz8YK51Vwo2ua-2Bvol8eUQBjkpGUHh6-2FZArZ9XqJr-2FUl4Y4VxUizHBhjeuFK8kEqLy4JPiBHzjhEwq-2FSU35DpijnwcpSlM5bi2EwGIToXQ-2FNt-2Bl7p815-2BUmeytGWGgeyaHUPTVSXVApfeTMMexobMK8rJPSALEs-3D&data=05%7C02%7Chem58%40cornell.edu%7C27b12338a88c4ab1d5da08ddc31e94c2%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638881258435810229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FYKvbyUR521ZPwWhsWJTMrgzcjSvDRuMRre%2F316TLTQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu8387778.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.VEsWrlMiJDg0mXafq1mEXWS-2BCZju-2FdMaGhbSjKp8W92mhZKDmfdLZ4ArdFOtNdJfdOVXnbtV2ebcXq-2BgnF8q2kcRlQiVOobwPS3maEZ8aos-3DVZHY_m62y2h8oZXzM5w4oEPJHQZfJk8sB-2FttgkGEJk5427AeZdGi-2BgdZi7pPQrEHjEqrG5lCtjqFY9SNE4eWM2WQHTND4gUhfsG21TZHRIJOLMz20fTzLvZV907eDO-2B-2BD9K3IjvyyEKavsPurfhlp5TWwdWnceMiTWMcGH6BDQ6Tb-2FNajt7Zb4Ja8qaXRuvo3xbsXG33jNJiqcuqQvZz8YK51V1oJJKo9Jkfg49Y7XVNl6beLhgcd4CnJWKHBghAoXuAMSMbXVBQ384bphmN-2FVeTtVcWhDTsFh6N7CH3g1l8lbMUqU-2BISOW1Oq0sndMVlmdcmO-2BtDrOVQo5ZjMXvwB6TlpDxwyWzuZkXXnLd7imT9Z20-3D&data=05%7C02%7Chem58%40cornell.edu%7C27b12338a88c4ab1d5da08ddc31e94c2%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638881258435848406%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bxeramLYweAVF1XIu4krMfjstl8Pzk5WMmnx06yR4gM%3D&reserved=0
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