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Suffering
for their

faith?

THE first International
conference on Moslems as
immigran{s and minorities in
non-Muslim states opens in
London next week. The Lon-
don-hased Islamic Council of
Europe, has organised a 5-
day seminar at the Healhrow
iIotel, beginning on Monday,
which among other things
will discuss the latest wave
of racialist attacks on the
Bengalis in the East end of
London.

The organisers emphasised
that they were opposed 1o
ghettoes being created in the
East . End or in any other
part of the country.

The organisers hope ai the
end of the conference to
present t1he case of the
minority groups at minis-
terial levels, through the for-
eign ministers of the
respeclive couniries and

through the United Nalions
and Human Rights Commis-
sion,

The conference, which is
backed by the Jeddah-based
Organisalion of Islamic Con-
ferences, will be attended by
more than 70 delegales from
32 countiries around the
world. The United Nations
and the Human  Rights
Commission is also being
represented.

The secretary general of
the Islamic Council, Mr
Salem Azzam, has condemned
the atlacks on the Bengalis
and called upon 1he host
communily to live in peace.
IHHe emphasises that the Ben-
galis are peace-loving people
and their problem is also
just one of the many that
will be discussed

Human rights for minorily
groups within large, complex
nation-states is a major con-
cern worldwide. The plight
of Moslems in Burma, many
of whom have fled to Bangla-
desh. and the problems
affecting Moslems as immi-
granis and minorily groups
in Western ISurope. have led
to ihe conference

Copyright © 2023 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

e=m



