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INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT
1 Easton Street London WC1X 8DJ

tod Ki
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Mr Salem Azzam

Secretary General

Islamic Council

16 Grosvenor Crescent

London

SWl 7EP 7 February 1990

Dear Mr Azzam,

Thank you for your letter of 22 December 1989. Ian Martin has asked
me to convey to you his best regards and to reply on his behalf. I
apologize for the delay in doing so.

Amnesty International is aware of the case of Shaikh Ahmad Yasin,
currently on trial on charges relating to alleged violent activities by
Hamas, including the killing of Israeli soldiers and of Palestinians
believed to have been collaborating with the Israeli authorities. We are
following his trial as we consider him to be a political prisoner, but are
not in a position to call for his release as we do not have evidence
indicating that he is being tried exclusively for his political or
religious beliefs and that he has in fact mot used or advocated violence.

We are also aware of his serious health condition and are, of course,
monitoring it. However, although detention is an additional hardship
imposed on him, up to now there have not been grounds to believe that he is
not receiving adequate medical attention.

Amnesty International will continue to follow the case of Shaikh Yasin
intervening whenever appropriate. We wish to thank you for your concern in
this case and for the interest with which you have been following our work
in general.

Yours sincerely,

Hanny Megally
Head of Middle East Region

Research Department

& 01-833 1771 Telegrams: Amnesty London WC1 Telex: 28502 Fax: 01-956 1157

Amnesty International is an independent worldwide movement working impartially for the release of all prisoners of conscience, fair and prompt trials for political prisoners and an end
to torture and executions. It is funded by donations from its members and supporters througheut the world. It has formal relations with the United Nations, Unesco, the Council of
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