Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad

TEXT OF SPEECH OF MR. SALEM AZZAM SECRETARY GENERAL ISLAMIC COUNCIL AT THE
INAUGURAL SESSION 'ISLAM TODAY' AT ISLAMABAD ON 4TH RABI-AL-AWWAL 1404-10
DECEMBER 1983

Source: Strategic Studies, Vol. 7, No. 2 (WINTER 1983), pp. 27-33

Published by: Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad

Stable URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/45182795

Accessed: 01-06-2023 16:54 +00:00

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide
range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and

facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at

https://about.jstor.org/terms

Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve
and extend access to Strategic Studies

JSTOR

This content downloaded from 128.86.177.225 on Thu, 01 Jun 2023 16:54:51 +00:00
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



TEXT OF SPEECH OF MR. SALEM AZZAM
SECRETARY GENERAL ISLAMIC COUNCIL AT
THE INAUGURAL SESSION ‘ISLAM TODAY’ AT ISLAMABAD
ON 4TH RABI-AL-AWWAL 1404—10 DECEMBER 1983

Mr. President and Distinguished Guests,

T gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this International

Islamic Conference on “ISLAM TODAY”; a conference which I
hope and pray will make useful contribution to the realisation of the
aspirations of the Muslim Ummah.

Over the past seven years, the Islamic Council has held nine
international conferences with a view to articulate the will of the
Muslim Ummah as reflected in.the world-wide Islamic resurgence. This,
the tenth, is the culmination of the series, as, central to its theme, is
a model of an Islamic constitution, spelling out a framework for an
Islamic state in the contemporary world.

Dedicated to the cause of Islam, the Islamic Council comprises
an international group of Muslim thinkers, scholars, jurists, statesmen
and representatives of Islamic movements. It stands for the establish-
ment of the Islamic order in Muslim lands; respect for and implemen-
tation of the Islamic code of human rights by Muslim governments and
people; unity and brotherhood of the Muslim Ummah and solidarity of
Muslim states; preservation and protection of the Islamic heritage and
its spiritual and cultural values; dissemination of information about
conspiracies and plots against Islam and the Muslim world; projecting
the true image of Islam, particularly in the West; countering hostile
and malicious propaganda against Islam and the Muslim world; firmly
supporting liberation movements; striving against every form of oppre-
ssion, exploitation and injustice; and the preservation of the Ummah’s
wealth and natural resources and their optimal utilisation in the best
interests of the Muslim people in ways approved by Islam.

Mr. President, and Distinguished Guests,

It is a matter of deep concern that in spite of the massive human
and material resources, the Muslim world continues to be the victim
of one aggression after another, and of blatant exploitation, intrigue,
and manipulation by foreign powers in total disregard of international
law and ethics, not withstanding all their lip-service to the norms of
justice, fair play and civilised behaviour. To make my point, permit me
to mention a few examples.
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28 Strategie Studies

First, Afghanistan. In flagrant disregard of the sovereign status of
Afghanistan and avowed claims of its policy of non-interference in the
internal affairs of independent states, the Soviet Union invaded and
occupied the country by brute military force; installed a totally un-
representative government against the overwhelming opposition of its
people; drove out over four million Afghans from their homeland to
take refuge in neighbouring Pakistan and Iran; and let loose a reign of
terror marked by inhuman massacres of Afghan men, women and
children and large scale destruction of Afghan property. The invaders
failed, however, to reckon with the character of the Islamic Afghan
people. With nothing more than faith in Allah, the valiant and heroic
Afghan Mujahedeen responded to the Islamic duty of fighting the
aggressor and have been doing so for four years with unmatched
courage and bravery, and are determined not to rest until they have
liberated their homeland and established in it a truly Islamic order. We
salute and honour our brave Afghan brethren and pray to Allah to
‘crown their Islamic struggle with success. We also appeal to all Muslim
governments and people to provide all possible material, financial,
political and moral assistance and support to their Afghan brothers in
their liberation struggle and to extend all possible help to the three
million Afghans now living in Pakistan and one million in Iran, as well
as to those living in Afghanistan under the tyranny of the Soviet
occupation forces. We congratulate the Government and the people
of Pakistan for becoming real ‘Ansars’ to their Afghan Muhajir brothers
and hope they will continue to play their role in the context of Jehand
in Afghanistan.

Second, the continued usurpation of Al-Quds and Palestine by
the Israeli aggressor, made possible by the active help of leading
Western powers. As we all know, Israel never stopped at that usurpa-
tion, extremely unjust and illegal though it was. Appointing Israel as
their surrogate in the region for realisation of their own interests and
ambitions, these powers, particularly the United States, have provided
and continue to provide Israel with massive military, economic, politi-
cal and moral support. Not only this, but various U.S. administrations
have never made secret their firm commitment to ensure the perpetua-
tion of Israel’s military superiority over the combined military power
of the Muslim states in the region, conveniently ignoring Israel’s re-
peated aggressions and threats of aggression against them and arrogant
violations of basic human rights of Palestine’s Muslim and Christian
population. This wanton aggression is now being perpetuated under
the umbrella of an alleged ‘strategic consensus’. I want to say it, with all
the emphasis I can command, that the dangers which the Zionist entity
of Israel poses to the Muslim world are not confined to the sacred
land of Palestine. The Israeli strategists have declared it in no uncertain
terms that their eyes are fixed at Madinah al-Munawarah on the one
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Secretary General Islamic Council Speech 29

hand and on the other they are maliciously planning to strike not ohly
at the Arab world around them, but also at the lands of Turkey,
Morocco and Pakistan. This threat is very real grave, and imminent.
The Ummah must, therefore, unite and ac¢t together against their
common enemy. For what is happening in Lebanon is only a prelude
to what is to come.

That brings me to the third example: the Israeli invasion of
Lebanon. It was on 6th June 1982 that Israel mounted a full scale
invasion of Lebanon on the pretext of retaliation against the attempted
assassination of the Israeli Ambassador in London. The real aim of the
invasion was, however, to liquidate the Palestinian Resistance, repre-
sented by the PLO, the sole representative of the Palestinian people,
and to install a puppet Maronite minority government in the country.
This, in Israeli calculation would not only extend Israel’s control over
the whole of Lebanon, but would also clear the way for the absorption
of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip into Israel and prepare the ground
for yet more invasions of Muslim lands to extend its borders still
further. The most reprehensible aspect of this tragedy is the conspiracy
and collusion of certain forces in the area with Israel to liquidate the
PLO in pursuance of their own aims and the designs of their protectors
in the region.

The story of Israeli and Phalangist brutalities in Lebanon and the
massacres of Sabra and Chatilla is well-known to all of us and I shall not
go into their gory and depressing details. What I cannot resist recalling,
however, is the callous indifference to the Israeli adventure of those
Muslim governments who had the means and were in a position to
influence the course of events. Their failure to act has been thoroughly
disappointing and they cannot disown their share of responsibility for
the sufferings of the people of Lebanon, which not only continue, but
increase and worsen.

Apart from these, there are many other major problems bed-
evilling the Muslim world. Among these are: the continued Indian
occupation of Muslim Jammu and Kashmir; the long-standing persecu-
tion and denial of the right of self-determination to the Moro Muslims
in the Philippines; the problems of Eritrea and Patani; the persecution
of Muslim minorities in many parts of the world, particularly the never-
ending anti-Muslim riots in India; the massacre of Muslims of Uganda
and denial to them of their legitimate rights; and the absence of support
by Muslim governments to what was the Turkish Federated State of
Cyprus to enable it to tide. over the many difficulties it has faced since
it came into being. We urge all Muslim governments to recognise the
new independent Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and to give it
all possible political, moral, and material support.
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A major cause of Muslim world’s present predicament is the lack
of unity and solidarity in the Muslim world. The Iraqg-Iran war is a sad
example of this disunity. The Islamic Council’s stand today on this
issue is the same as proclaimed at our conference in Paris in 1982, and
I can only repeat what was said then: that if the conflict had been
treated from the beginning in the true Islamic spirit, and if the Islamic
principles of dealing with conflict between fellow Muslims had been
pursued, it would never have developed into a futile war. We called then
upon these Muslim countries to end the bloodshed and the terrible des-
truction of life and property by committing to resolve this conflict
in the true spirit of Islam, which does not admit of nztionalism or
chauvinism and which seeks to resolve differences between members
of the Islamic family on the foundation of justice, equality, brother-
hood, solidarity and welfare of the Muslm Ummah. We call upon them
again today to cease this war.

It is not surprising in view of the disunity of the Muslim world,
that foreign powers find it so easy to manipulate and exploit the dissen-
tion amongst the Muslims to further their own ends at the expense of
the vital interests of the Muslim people and the Muslim states.

Unity of the Muslim world is the greatest need of the hour; but
this unity cannot come by as long as we continue to worship the false
gods of materialism, secularism and petty economic interests. Real
unity of the Muslim world can be achieved on the basis of Islam alone,
deriving strength from loyalty to Allah and sincere service to and
accountability before the Muslim Ummah.

Mr. President, Distinguished Guests,

The scenario that I have described may appear dark and gloomy. It
is indeed disturbing. But there is no cause for despair. On the contrary,
we have every reason to look forward to the future with hope and
confidence. There are sound grounds for optimism. The decline of
colonial rule in Muslim lands and the liberation of over forty Muslim
countries in the post second-world war era is a significant development.
The change during the last decade in the economic balance of power
in the world in favour of Muslim countries is another factor of strength
for the Ummah. But the real silver lining to the otherwise dark horizon
comes from the fact that there is a new ideological awakening in the
Muslim peoples in general and in the Muslim youth in particular in all
parts of the world. This new awakening is not a mushroom growth;
it is rooted in the hearts and souls of the Muslim people and is fostered
by Islamic movements striving in all Muslim lands to mobilise the
Muslims to re-establish the Islamic order in all walks of their life.
Muslims have experimented with secularism and nationalism, with
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capitalism and socialism, and with all forms of westemisation—but all
of these alien ideologies and models have failed and failed miserably.
Muslims are now re-discovering their identity and their future in Islam—
as it was brought forth by Prophet Muhammad Sallal-laho-ailai hi
wasallam. Alhamdu Lillah, they are now once again seeking inspiration
from the Qur’an and Sunnah to rebuild their society. Their liberation
struggles, their fights for their rights, their developmental efforts,
their longings for a new future derive their inspiration from Islam, their
faith. The establishment of Pakistan, the Islamic revolution in Iran, the
dJihad in Afghanistan, the resistance of the Palestinians, and the Muslim
struggle in many parts of the world as well as the universal longing of
the Muslim people for the establishment of the Islamic order are but
symbols of their new vision and determination. The Ummah is fast
awakening from its long sleep. It is articulating its Islamic identity and
the will to follow the Islamic way of life. It is no longer willing to stand
by and watch idly the occupation of its lands, exploitation of its
resources, denial of its legitimate rights, and the plots, intrigues and
conspiracies of its enemies. Muslims everywhere are becoming in-
creasingly determined to stand up for their rights and are willing to
make sacrifices to secure them. This gives us ground for real hope.
This represents our vision of the future.

Mr. President, Distinguished Guests,

Now, I would like to come to a model of an Islamic Constitution.
After producing two international documents in the form of the
Universal Islamic Declaration, announced in an international conference
in London in 1980 and the Universal Islamic Declaration of Human
Rights announced in an international conference in UNESCO, Paris
1981, the Islamic Council is presenting a model of an Islamic Cons-
titution in this conference at Islamabad. As is well known, the focus in
contemporary Islamic resurgence is on the establishment of truly
Islamic states in Muslim lands. Certainly, a vital step towards the
achievement of this goal would be the adoption and implementation
of an Islamic Constitution by Muslim governments and people. Res-
ponding to this need, the Islamic Council several years ago started work
on producing a model of an Islamic Constitution. By the Grace of
Allah, this document has recently been completed and released today.
It sets out the principles and features for a constitution to be consider-
ed Islamic and aims to serve as a guide to any country which sincerely
intends to be governed by an Islamic Constitution.

In this model we have tried to emphasise the basic principles that
are fundamental and obligatory and on which there can be no discord
among Muslims. We have deliberately omitted specific details of pro-
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cedural, formal, and technical matters on which individual states may
have special preferences.

The essential elements upon which this model has been based.are:

1. (a) Sovereignty belongs to Allah alone, and the Shari’ah is
paramount.

(b) The Shari’ah comprising the Qur’an and Sunnah is the
source of legislation and policy

(c) Authority is a trust which the people exercise in accor-
dance with the Shari’ah.

The dignity of man as Allah’s Khalifah on earth;

The equality of man;

Strict observance of the Islamic code of human rights;
Justice;

Shura as the method of governance;

N ook » Db

The unity of the Muslim Ummah.

The model, which has been released at this important conference;
is the result of sincere and dedicated efforts by many jurists, scholars,
thinkers, statesmen and representatives of Islamic movements. I take
tl'gs opportunity to thank them all. May Allah reward them for their
efforts. '

It goes without saying that no constitution is self-achieving; it
requires the sincere commitment of the people and government to
implement it in letter and spirit to yield the best results. I sincerely
hope that Muslim governments wishing to adopt an Islamic constitu-
tion will make full use of the model. I have no doubt that any Muslim
government which adopts an Islamic constitution and implements it
sincerely would earn the respect and cooperation of the Ummah and
the blessings of Allah Subhanahu wa ta ala—and would also pave the
way for and provide encouragement to other governments to follow
suit, and thus make significant contribution to the unity of the Ummah
and to the establishment of a just socio-political order in the Muslim
world. :
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Mr. President, Distinguished Guests,

Before concluding, I would like to say how happy and proud we
in the Islamic Council are, on holding this conference on the soil of
Pakistan—a state created on the ideology of Islam and committed to
its world mission; a state which has a strong movement both at people’s
level and at the government level for the establishment of an Islamic
order in the country. I take this opportunity to congratulate President
Muhammad Zia ul Haq and the people of Pakistan on the important
steps that are being taken for establishing an Islamic order in Pakistan.
The Muslim Ummah views your efforts with great admiration and prays
for the success of the Islamisation process that is moving ahead under
your leadership.

Mr. President, Distinguished Guests,

To hold this conference on the soil of a Muslim country was our
ardent wish, as all earlier conferences we organised were held in Europe.
Now I take real pride in saying that Pakistan has provided us with an
opportunity to hold this conference without any let or hinderance.
We have been given the freedom to organise this conference and select
themes and participants as we desired. I take this opportunity to
sincerely and warmly thank you, Mr. President, our esteemed brother,
for your support, encouragement and hospitality which made this
conference possible on Muslim soil, in the heart of the Islamic world—
Islamabad—and so near to Afghanistan, the venue of the greatest Jihad
of our times. We thank Allah Subhanahu wa thala, for this great oppor-
tunity and we thank you for your unstinted support and cooperation
and we thank the people of Pakistan for their warm welcome.

Before I end, I also take this opportunity to thank the Islamic
University, which is a university of the Islamic Ummah, particularly its
Rector, Vice Chancellor, Director, Institute of Dawah and their entire
team for acting as our local liaison, providing invaluable assistance to
the workers of the Islamic Council, in organising this conference. Last
but not the least I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all my
colleagues in the Islamic Council for working day and night to enable
us to hold this conference.

Islam Zindabad
Pakistan Zindabad

This content downloaded from 128.86.177.225 on Thu, 01 Jun 2023 16:54:51 +00:00
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



	Contents
	p. [27]
	p. 28
	p. 29
	p. 30
	p. 31
	p. 32
	p. 33

	Issue Table of Contents
	Strategic Studies, Vol. 7, No. 2 (WINTER 1983) pp. 1-106
	Front Matter
	[Illustration]
	Stratagems
	ISLAM TODAY [pp. 3-4]
	PAKISTAN'S SIXTH FIVE YEAR PLAN [pp. 4-7]
	PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION [pp. 7-11]
	WORLD ENERGY CONFERENCE [pp. 11-13]
	STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF ANTARCTICA [pp. 14-18]
	US-ISRAEL STRATEGIC COOPERATION [pp. 18-22]

	STRATEGIC MAP REVIEW (Strategic Studies, Vol. VII, No. 2, Winter 1983)
	INAUGURAL ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT GENERAL MUHAMMAD ZIA-UL-HAQ TO THE SECOND MEETING OF THE OIC MINISTERIAL STANDING COMMITTEE ON SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION ON 13 DECEMBER 1983 [pp. 23-26]
	TEXT OF SPEECH OF MR. SALEM AZZAM SECRETARY GENERAL ISLAMIC COUNCIL AT THE INAUGURAL SESSION 'ISLAM TODAY' AT ISLAMABAD ON 4TH RABI-AL-AWWAL 1404-10 DECEMBER 1983 [pp. 27-33]
	ENGLISH RENDERING OF KEY NOTE ADDRESS BY MR. AHMED BEN BELLA AT THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 'ISLAM TODAY' [pp. 34-39]
	ALTERNATIVE FUTURES FOR AFGHANISTAN [pp. 40-45]
	A BRIEF HISTORY OF MUSLIMS IN CHINA [pp. 46-53]
	COLLECTIVE SECURITY IN ASIA AND SOVIET UNION'S TREATIES OF PEACE, FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION WITH NEWLY-FREE COUNTRIES [pp. 54-75]
	CHINA'S MILITARY MODERNIZATION PROGRAMME: PATTERNS, PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS [pp. 76-101]
	1983 CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES OF THE INSTITUTE OF STRATEGIC STUDIES ISLAMABAD [pp. 102-106]
	Back Matter





