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‘The great
Moslem
dilemma-

By David Fairhall

How does a Moslem state
which rejects Western materia-
lism for the teachings of Islam
reconcile its religious fervour
with the practical need to deal
in Western technelogy and
Western arms? : This was the
issue addressed yesterday by
an international conferepce on
> defence and the -Moslem
World” in London’s Heathrow
Hotel. It coincided ‘with - the
establishment, of a new Islamic
Institute of Defence Technols
ogy jn-the .city.

The conference could. hardly
have been more topical in the
light of the Aywatollah . Khos
meini’s return to Tehtran..

In his introductory address,
the Secretary-General of the
Islamic Council. of, Eurepe, Mr
Salem Azzam, - who - is also
president of the mew. institute,
tried- to reassure . Western:
opinion that.the revival of an
Islamic identity- in Asia and
Africa shouldgnot be seen as a
threat to any non-Moslem
minority or country. .. -
/Nor did- the. réturn. to’ Isla-
mic religious and social fupda-
mentals mean the abandonment
of progress. in other directions,
including -industrial * ‘develop-
ment and the acquisition of
advanced technology. He
claimed the.idea’; that™ Islam
was -sonfehow dgainst’ progress
and modernisation was a myth
created by the Western media.

Mr -Azzam -‘said::“In our
vacabulary, these terms mean
.more- schools and universities,
hospitals, roads, houses, indus-
trialisation, justice °and fair
play, économic _developrnent,
and social seeurity. They do
not mean pornography, extra-
marital sex, alcoholism, drug
addiction, gambling, ~ juvenile
delinquency, and  big . crimes
which we ‘reject -outright as
-evils in any society, and -totally
unrelatted to . progress. and
modernisation”” ' . .
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