Appendix 3

Speech by His Eminence Mr. Salem Azzam, Secretary-General, Islamic
Council, London to the Islam in Africa Conference held in Abuja, Nigeria,
on 25-29 Rabi Al Thani 1410, 24-28 November, 1989

Your Excellency General Muhammad Sani Abacha,

Chief of Anny Staff of Nigerian Army, representing His Excellency General
Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida, President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces of Nigeria.

Your Excellency, Dr. Hamid El-Ghabid, Secretary-General of the O.1.C.
Your Excellency Sultan Ibrahim Dasuki,

Respected Ulama, Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corp
Distinguished Brothers and Sisters.

Assalamu Alaikum Warahamatullah Waabarakatul.

I am ham to be here in Abuja to participate in this conference on Islam in
Africa, which has been organized jointly by the Nigerian Supreme Council for
Islamic Affairs and the Islamic Council, based in London.

I regard today, and this conference, as an historic opportunity. We have,
gathering here, so many Muslim leaders, statesmen and scholars, from Africa
and far away.

Brothers and sisters,

Africa has the unique distinction of being host to the first Muslim migrants,

for it was to Abyssinia, the present-day Ethiopia, that, in the fifth year of the

advent of the message of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, that

_ the first group of Muslims came. It is thus an historic fact that Islam reached
~Africa at a very early stage.

Islam and the Muslims have played a very distinct role in the forming of
Africa over the last fourteen centuries. In Nigeria itself, the Islamic tradition
n very rich and very deep, and has constituted one of the major

sources for the development of cui,turc and civilization here and throughout
ca.

; inst this illuminating background, I think we are justified in considering
conference an important landmark. I hope and pray it will serve to help
people of Africa in the reconstruction of their sociai, and political future,
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the unity of mankind. Islam abolishes all false creeds, for example, the
Supremacy of race and colour, and stands for the brotherhood of man,

Pilgrimage: ‘O, people. Your lives and your property shall be inviolate until
you meet your Lord. The safctf' of the lives and your property shall be
nviolate as this holy day, this ho y month and thig holy city. Remember that
you will indeed méet your Lord and that He will reckon your deeds. O,
people, to you a right belongs with Tespeet to your women and to your women

ollows that Muslims must strive for the protection of human
rights and for the establishment of , socio-political order free from
exploitation of map by man, and of nation by nation: 3 system which ensures
quality and justice for all. The resources with which the Mugslim world has
been endowed are 3 trust from God. They must be nurtured and used for the
welfare of all, not only of Muslims throughout the world, but to try to redress
the agony and pain ofy 1
princxgle that ‘the Foor have a RIGHT on the wealth of the rich’
Incumbent on Musl;
the poor and the underprivileged in every way possible.

Islam is also the religion of peace. And the key to peace is justiC&a’
Throughout history, wars i 1
people were deprived of their just rights. The Islamic Shari’q provides th
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own interests. Although imperialism and colonialism have receded, there are
new chains of economic, political and technological bondage. Imperialist
overlordship was crude ancr callous. The new instruments of exploitation are
more subtle and deceptive, but none the less real. The result is that even
unprecedented development in science and technology, and two centuries of
economic growth have failed to eliminate poverty, yet there is more than
enough food to feed the world. Disease has not been conquered: great
advances in this ficld have not found their way to all corners of the earth, and
men and women and children suffer and die when they could live. Crime is
rife, in the richest and the poorest societies. A contemporary philosopher has
put in very well when he said ‘We have learned to fly in the skies like the birds
and swim in the ocean like the fish, but have not learnt to live on the poor
earth as good human beings.’

Brothers and sisters,

The message of Islam is to enable men and women to live as good human
beings. The message to every individual is to strive to be better, committed to
God and to the service of their fellows. The message to nations is the same: to
establish socicties based on respect for human rights, on justice and honour.

I pray that this conference will succeed in conveying this message to one and
alf, to Muslim and non-Muslim. May Allah guide our steps and enablc us to
seek iis good pleasure by striving for mora%excellcnce in our personal lives
and for justice in our socicties.

So help us God.




