G D

ISLAMIC COUNCIL OF EUROPE

DISTRIBUTION OF THE UNIVERSAI. ISLAMIC DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Immediately following the International Conference on Human Rights
in Islam, held in Paris on 19 September 1981, the Universal Islamic
Declaration of Human Rights, which was proclaimed at the conference,
was given wide dissemination.

Among the recipients were:

Muslim Heads of State

Muslim Ministers of Awqaf and Religious Affairs
Muslim Ministers of Information

Western Prime Ministers / Presidents

Western Ministers of Foreign Affairs

United Nations' Officials

Religious leaders, including the Pope
Ambassadors / High Commissioners in London
Members of Parliament at Westminster, and others prominent in
Public Affairs in the UK

Muslim Organisations throughout the world
International Human Rights' Organisations

Middle East Centres at British Universities
The Press

ETC

Among the replies received are personal letters from the President
of Senegal and the Archbishop of Canterbury.

There has been much general interest shown in the Declaration and
many telephoned or written enquiries for copies, particularly
from France (both private individuals and academic bodies).
Response from England has also been very good: for example,

Selly Oaks Colleges of Birmingham, who specialise in inter-faith
relations, are planning to use the Declaration as a foundation
for their 1982 Summer School on Social and Political Justice.

A number of Muslim organisations have requested further copies
for distribution at their own conferences. Human Rights' organ-
isations, for example Amnesty International and the International
Commission of Jurists, have shown great interest. Marcel Boisard,
Secretary General of the Swiss-based organisation Islam and the
West, plans to publish the Declaration in full in his forthcoming
book 'Droits de 1'homme et paix'. UNESCO, at whose headquarters
the 1981 Paris conference was held, and whose Director General,
Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow, made a major speech on the occasion, has
played a large part in disseminating the document in France.

The Declaration has so far been printed in Arabic, French and

English (the original publications) and latterly in 1O other
(angb.-&ojes .

Extracts from comments on the Declaration are attached.



E PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE

?

MESSAGE DU PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE
A M, SALEM AZZAM, SECRETAIRE GENERAL DU CONSKIL ISLA MIQU I PO
L'EUROPE, A L'OCCASION DE LA CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALYE SUR L
DROITS DE L'HOMME DANS L'ISLAM
(PARIS, le 19 SEPTEMBRE 1981)

Monsieur le Secrétaire Général,

Au moment ol s'ouvre 4 Paris la Conférence Internationale

sur les Droits de 1'Ilomme dans l'Islam, organisée par le Conseil Islamiy

pour l'Burope sous les auspices de I'UNESCO, je tiens a souhaiter la bien

venue aux personnalités qui vont y participer et & vous adresser mes voen

chaleureux,

La proclamation d'une déclaration islami ue universelle des
p q

droits de l'homme, en cette premieére amnée du quinzieme siécle de

1'Hégire, ne saurait laisser la France indifférente. La France, qui

s'honore d'avoir, dans sa tradition propre, contribué a formuler et a

défendre les droits de I'homme, salue votre initiative. Du respect de ces

droits fondamentaux dépendent 1'avenir de la paix et le progreés du monde

vers plus de dignité et de solidarité, L'Islam a de grandes responsabilités

a la mesure des hautes valeurs spirituelles et humaines dont il est porteur

Je souhaite que son mmessage de fraternité soit entendu car la lutte contre

l'injustice, 1'oppression et l'intolérance doit mobiliser toutes leg forces

vives de 1'humanité,

Frangois MITTERRAND
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Islamic Council of Europe
Translation

OECRETARY QENERAL OF THE ISLAMIC COUNCIL OF EUROPE, ON THE
OCCABION OF THE INTERWATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RICGHTS 14
IBLAM (PARIS, 19 SEPTEMBER 1981)

Desr Secretory Gonerael, '

At the moment of the opaning in Paris of the Interantionel
Cenforense on Human Rights in Islam, organised by the Islemio
Counell of Kurops at UNESCO, X should like to welcoma the

porecnalities who coms to perticipate and addreas to you y
werm vishes.

The proclemation of s Universal Islamic Dgclaration of Kuman
Rights, in this first Year of the 15th Century of HijJra, cannot
leave Fronoe indifforent. France, which taXes pride in her cwn
traditien of heving contributed in formulating and defending
the righte of mon, salutes your initiative. The future of
petce and progress in the world toverds more dignity ond wore
soldderity, deponds on respect for theso fundemental rights.
Inlex hea groat responsidbilities, an tho beerer of high
spiritusl and humen valuss. I hops that its messege of
brotherhiood be extendsd, for tha etruggle sgainst injuvatice,

cppression and intolerance must robilioe all the living forces
of menkind.

i?rmm\z ode MITTERRAND
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Internationdl Conference on Human Rights in Islem

UNLESCO, Paris, 19 September 1981

Ihe Prime Minister of France's message to Mr Salem Azzem:

R [ . ~ e * *
Regrettant de ne pouvoir assister personellement a 1'inauguretion
de la Conference Islamique sur les Droits de 1'Homme dens 1'Islam
\ L] . L] . 4 . . * \
8 laquelle vous m'aviez aimablement invite, Je tiens a saluer o
travers de vous tous les participants. M'associant sux paroles
i . 2 o 4 o
de bienvenue qui leur sont adressees per Monsieur le President
F . . .
de la Republique, je leur adresse les voeux que Je forme pour
le

succes de leurs travaux qui ne manqueront pas de trouver

en YFrance, patrie des droits de 1l'homme, 1'&cho qu'ils méritent.

_ - .
Bipne Fierre Mauroy

Premier Ministre
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Islamic Council

COMMUNIQUE

The International Islamic Council proclaimed an Universal
Islamic Declaration of Human Rights at its international conference
held today, 19 September 1981, at UNESCO, Paris. This Declaration
is based on the authority of the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the

Prophet Muhammad ( peace be upon him ) and reflects the concensus

of all Muslim schools of thought.
We, the Muslim participants in this conference:

1. call upon all Muslim individuals, groups, organisations,
societies, governments and rulers of Muslim states to

implement this Declaration in letter and spirit;

2. call upon the Ummah of Islam to incorporate this
Declaration in their constitutions and take necessary
steps to regulate the relations between individuals,

societies and governments within the framework of

this Declaration;

3. urge that the rights and principles contained in
this Declaration are studied, understood and
widely aired in the media and educational institu-
tions and necessary steps are taken to correct the

distortions and misconceptions about human rights

in Islam;

4. invite all international and regional organisations
concerned with the issue of human rights to recognise
the distinctive character of Islamic human rights
and to appreciate the fact that these rights are
an integral part of the faith of 900 million Muslims

living in the world today;
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address all Muslim states and regimes whose policies
run counter to the letter and spirit of thils Declaration
to adopt the cause of righteousness and restore the

rights conferred on the people by Islam;

express strong condemnation of the violation of these
rights in any part of the world, and appeal to all
individuals, groups and organisations concerned with
the issue of human rights to pool their efforts to

help those whose rights have been, or are being, violated;

have decided to establish an international Secretariat

to publicise this Declaration, to propogate its

cause, to identify obstacles in the way of its imple-
mentation, to take cognizance of violation and take

all such actions as may be necessary. The Secretariat
will cooperate with all organisations which are committed

to the cause of promoting and safeguarding human rights.



President Abdou Diouf of Senepal:

"Ihis document assumes & historic significance el this time
vhen so many human volues are challenged. Its merit lies in
heving vhovn Lo whal point Iolam conlers dignity on man and

stnclifies his fundamental rights.

"T'or this renson I congratulate the Islamic Council for the
happy and opportune inibtiontive Lolen In vreparing this

becloralion'.

The Archbishop of Centlerbury:

"I have studied the Universal Islaomic Declaration of Human
Rights with very preat interest, and believe it Lo be n very
considerable contribution to a debate which should vitally

concern all CGodfearers'.

The Ht. Hon., Sir Anthony Nutbting, Bart.

" ... this is of great importunce”.

Mr Thomes llemmarberp, Secretary General, Armesty Internationnl:

"The Declaration has some very positive espects and will be

" 3 "
of use to us in our work .



Mr Edwerd lenderson, Director, CAABU:

"Ihis seems to me to be very clearly worded and should be a
great contribution to mulual understanding as between Islamic

end other countries. I think it is a very valuable document'.

Il David Watkins, M.D'.:

"I note the contents ol the Declarntion, and I write to sey

how much 1 appreciate the importance not only to the Islanmic

World, but to the world in pener.l.

"I'lense accept my preetings and pood wishes in the conbinuing
ight against oppression, injustice and intolerance. ‘lhieg is,

and musl be, the fijht of all nankind".

Mr Clifiord Longley, lhe Times' Correspondent on Kelirious Affeirs:

"I have studied the document and find it exbremely interesting

from all obhers in being founded upon particular relipious
essunptions, snd has a certain distinctive tone as a result,

and a great deal of dignity".
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Lord Meyhew, former Minister of Defence:

n

++- it Btrikes me as a noble document which brings out the

common needs and espirations of peoples of all fields and

nationalities".

Lord Caradon, former Minister of State for Foreipn Affairs and

Yermoment U.K. Representative ot the United Wations:

Ty = . . . e :
his is a Declaration comprehensive in its range, searching

in its provisions ang imnressive in its appeal. It commends

respectful admiration from people of all religions; and, spesaking

for myself, I had not reslised the extent und depth, and algo the

essential and inspiring simplicity, of the mesgage vhich the

Declaration contains".




" Repairing the image of Islam

THE TIMES MONDAY OCTORER 5 1981

Human rights

1

By Cliffovd Longley, Religious Affairs Correspondent

Whether through ignorance or
prejudice, public opinion in the
West has Iast sicht of the
huntane  and  civilizing  influe
ences of Islam on world history,
such as thé carly development
of science and mathematics, the
study of philosophy and medi-

cine, and the protection al-
fordet "to minorities such  as
the " 'Jéws (wliich putd -the

Christian 1acord to shame),

Westérn attitudes art overs
conditioned. by the present tur-
bulence in the Arab world, and
by the prevalemt  imape  of
madern Muslim  socicties  as
nppressive, .
~That political oppression and
denial of huwman rights arve a
common feature, of many Mus-
lim countrics is not denicd, nov
is it unlamemed, in  Muslim
cireles thar. eschew fanaticism
and extremjsm,

It is said that a true “ return
to  fundanientals ™  would in
fact produce an enlightened
and. civilized ethos, for
passages  of - the Koran and
other Islamic holy teaching call
the faithful to the pursuit of
justice,« equality and. human
dignity. i

1t is 4n that context that the
Islamic Council of Furope, with
the support and approval of
many Islamic scholars, lawyers
and® writers, has produced a
universal [glamic declaration of
human rights.

It was received and endorsed
by a conference, held under
Unesco's  auspices, * in Paris
l'ltcently. The next task of the
¢ouncil is to have it endorsed

i formally by the povernmeits of

Muslim countries, and to set
up machinery, which is likely to

 be based in Londou, Tor moni-

toring abuses and
individual cases.
The leaders of the council
are aware that the selection of
London is a considerable com-
pliment to British standards of

publishing

many,

political freedom, for the work
of policing human rights is so
sensitive and  potentially  con-
troversial that it was thought
better not to hase the operation
fn any Muslim country but to
choose the most free city else-
where.

There has already been co-
opueration with Amnesty Inter-
natiemal, which is also based
in London. Lhe city has a world
reputation as something nf a
Mecen far oppressed minorities
ot those sccking relief from
political  or  rcligions  per-
secntion.

The new declaration
with  extensive
Islamic sacred texts, that
human  rights are thoroughly
Islamic. Fvery basic right s
cxplicitly =tated in the Knoran,
and the oblipation to work for
the spread of Islam  and the
institution of an Islamic order
is inscparable from the defence
of human riphts. .

1t is a comprehensive declara-
tion, pavallel 1o, "if oot even
more detailed than, such docu-
nents as  the  Furopean

claims,
references 1o

Convention on Human Rights. .

It outlaws, without qualifiea-
tinn, slavery, toriure, imprison-
ment  without trial, relipious
persecution or discrimination,
forced marriape, oppression of
minoritics, and group liahility
for the offence of an individual,

The burden of proof in lepal
procecdings should favour the
accused 3 the individual has the
right to refuse tn account for
his actions to public authority
except  when  reasonably
pected of crime; every indivi-
dual has a right to scek refuge
und asylum.

Several  such  vights are
designed to protect individuals
from ahuse of power, and it is
stated that every individual has
the right to bring Jepal pro-
ceedings  apainst  those  in
authority.  There s also a

SUs- -

specilic duty  Jaid  down
criticize ahuses by authority.
There are two specific tests,

to

in the light of a Western
understanding of human rights,
that can be applied 10 the
decluration. The first is over
the emotive issue  of those
forms of criminal punishment
that are scen as repupnant in

the West and certainly contrarvy
to the BEuwropean  convention,
such as ampuration for thelt
or capital  punishment  for
adultery.

The declaration merely says
that prunishments must b
according to law, meaning the
Shari'alh.  There is not much
comfort  there for  Western
sensitivities.

The other Lest concerns cou-
version Tromt Tslam  to some
other relipion and the ripht of
non-Muslims ta proselytize (it
is an acid  test hecause  of
strongg Muslim feclings on the
subjcct).

The declaration insists that
“there is nn  compuldion in
religion” and that every person

hias the right (o express his
thouphts and bheliels “and 1o
establish stitutions and

apencies meant to enjoin what
is right and prevent whar is
wronpg.”

It appears, and that is the
intention of those who dralted
it, to mrotect complete freedom
of choice of religious belief
and  frecdom  of  speech  on
reliions matters.

There is little doubt that the
declaration dues in fact
vecopnize, (herefore, the right
of a Muslim to change  his
religion. and the vipht of a
non-Muslim to urge him to do
50.

wt the real bhattle for the
application of these principles
will be in the political sphere,
and  the Islamic Council  of
Europe has chosen a  hold
course to follow,




