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20th January 1997

His Holiness Pope John Paul II
The Vatican.

Your Holiness,

Further to my letter of the 4th December 1996, I refer to an
article published in the London Times, dated 6th January
entitled "Pope Will apologise to Jews for Past Errors".
(copy attached)

We have learnt of Your Holiness's instruction to establish
a historical-religious commission to look at the treatment
of the Jews in Christian Spain and to tackle the issue of
the attitude of some Catholics towards the Nazi treatment
"of Jews in Europe.

As Muslims, we feel that if the Catholic Church is to examine
the persecution of the Jews in Christian Spain, it would in
all fairness also examine the persecution of Muslims in Spain.
We would highlight the fact that in Muslim Spain, tolerance
was extended to Christian and Jewish subjects. It was the
takeover of Spain by the Kingdoms of Castile and Aragon

which marked the end of tolerance, and the start of Jewish

and Muslim persecution.

When considering this issue, we would ask Your Holiness to
reflect on the fact that while the Jewish population of Spain
was tiny ( at best estimates less than 1% of the total
population),it was the majority (the Iberian Muslims)who
suffered the most,and in great part at the hands of the
Inquisition, and who were forced to rescind their faith or

go into exile. We feel that it would be particularly poignant
for the Vatican to take up this issue,since it was a Papal
commander, Robert Crespin, who led the attack in 1604, an'
attack which marked the beginning of the Christian takeover
of the Iberian Peninsula. Sadly, this attack was also marked
with the massacre of the Muslim townspeople, who had surrendered
following a forty day siege, after being given safe conduct
by the Christian raiders

We would extoll Your Holiness to instruct the Commission to
examine the persecution of the Muslims in Spain, as well as
in the Holy Lands by the Crusaders. The campaign of the
Crusaders , started and inspired by the Papacy, followed

the earlier pattern of Barbastro and resulted in the massacre
of many thousands of innocent civilians, as both Christian
and Muslim sources clearly show.
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We would humbly argue that to truely realise your desire
for the reconciliation of the three monotheistic faiths,

the Vatican would consider whether
peninsula and the Holy Lands might
for the many thousands of innocent
the many years of persecution they

the Muslims of the Iberian
not also deserve an apology
casualties they lost and
suffered.

God created all men equal with no difference emanating from
race or colour. It is therefore natural that we would request
Your Holiness to apply a common standard to all those who
suffered as a result of past Christian activities.

I look forward to receiving Your Holiness's response to

my letters.

With my very best wishes for the New Year.

Yours Sincerely,

Salem Azzam
Secretary General
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