PRESS EA

The trial of Sheikh Ahmad Yassin and a number of other detalnees,
alleged members of Hamas, 1s taking place this week . The
world's press will undoubtedly be taking a great interest in the
outcome of these trials.

Sheikh Ahmad Yassin was born in 1336 in the village of Al-Jourah,
Ashkelon district, and currently lives in Jourat Al-Shamls 1In
Gaza. He 1is married with eleven chlldren. He is a retired
school teacher and until September 1988 he recieved a retirement
salaxy of 400 Israeli Shakels.

Sheikh Ahmad Yassin has been detained since May 1989. He is in a
very poor health condition, paralysed from the neck down and
suffers from several chronic deseases. The medical reports
certify that he suffers from chronic illness in the cerebellum,
general weakness in the muscels, dilatation of the tubes of the
lungs (Bronchietaslis) and Bronchial Asthma. He also suffers from
illness Iin the ears; Hypersensitlivity in the scalp and face;
Piles (Haemoxrrholds); chronic constipation and indigestion;
Quadriplagia; Pressure Sores; Pleghm (Sputum) and shortness of
breath which causes chest pain; and he rnan hardly see with his
right eye after being punched during interrogation which causes
him severe headaches.

Ill-trxeatment in prison; the physical amd mental torture during
interrogations and continual moving from one prison to another
have resulted 1In a serious deteriotion in his health. As &
result he has been admitted to hospital a number of times since
his arrest.

Sheikh Ahmad VYassin is a leading personality in the Gaza strlip
who, being a religious leader and a well known social reformer,
preached the teachings of religion, and like everyone else durlng
the intifada, played his role in the opposition to the Israell
occupation. During the Intifada, following the mass reslgnation
of the Arab police, his home served as a court where Palestinlans
from all over the occupled territorles, both Muslim and
Christlan, would go to resolve their disputes.

His positlon as a public figure and a spiritual leader is well
recognised by the Israells, The Israelil press and television
have interviewed him on a number of occassions before and after
his arrest. His answers were always dlrect and clear,

Now the Shelkh stands accused of no less than 15 serious crimes,
including the killing of a number of Israell soldlers and
striving for the destructlion of the state of Israel. The
Israelis claim they have obtalned confessions from the Sheikh and
his followers. However bearing in mind the background to the
Sheilkh's arrest, the intifada, his position as a spiritual
leader, the circumstances in which the confessions were obtained,
not to mention his poor state of physical health; the Israelil
accusations against the Shelkh are ludicrous. Moreover the Sheikh



has denled all these accusatlons.

It was not the Sheikh who declared the war of stones agalnst the
Israel! occupation forces. It was the Palestinlan populace with
all ilts constituents, young and old, men and women, muslims and
chrlistians, that declided they can no longer sit back and accept

the Israell oppression. In such a state, when people fight for
their 1land, rights and dignity, 1t becomes legitlimate to wuse
whatever means avallable (stones or whatever) to defend

themselves. Any actlon taken agalnst collaborators and ones enemy
can not surely be a crime.

In any case Shelkh Ahmad Yassin is one of the Palestinlan
populace and 1is a spliritual leader to the Islamic Reslistance
Movement, Hamas, If members of this group carry acts agalinst the
Israell forces it Is difficult to ses how the S8Sheikh can

personally be held responsible for thelr acts: given his physical
condition it is impossible,

As for the confesslons, these have been obtained following the
physical and mental torture of the Shelkh himself (inspite of hls
conditlon), his 15 year o0ld son, and hundreds of other youths,
alleged member of Hamas. Given that the people in the intifada
act on impulse and instant reactlion to Israeli actions against
them, and when they act as part of a resistance movement 1like
Hamas, the operative leaders are not known. It is no surprise
therefore that under extremes torture the prisoners confess to
receiving orders from the spirltual leader.

The accusations against Shelkh Ahmad Yasslin look even more
ludicrous when we look at the statlstics of the Intifada and the
misery inflicted on the Palestinlan people by the Israells.
Nearly 1000 Palestinians have been kllled (compared with 46
Israalisy}, thousands have been injured and thousands nmore
imprisoned, hundreds of homes have been demolished and over 60
have been deported, all in deflance of international law and
human rights conventions. ’

We Dbelieve the media has a sacred misslon to find out the truth
and report It so that the public Is a ware of 1it. The recent
coverage of the events in Romania and Eastern Europe in general
shows they can do it., The asplrations of the Palestinian People
for freedom from the Israell occupatlion and opperssion are no
different. We believe the medla has started to uncover the truth
about Israel and its propaganda. We urge it to examine it further

and aslde with the truth,
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