






Metadata are: Data about Data

WHO

WHAT

WHEN

WHERE

WHY
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Metadata: Why are they important?
ꞏ ScientificUnderstandingand Reuse

Time of data development

Accident

Retirement or
career change

Death

(modified from Michener et al. 1997)

Specific details

General details



Structured Metadata: What are they good
for?
ꞏ DataDiscovery
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Periphyton

Periphyton Abundancedata collected by FCELTERfromNortheast Shark
River Slough, EvergladesNational Park, Florida fromSeptember 2006 to
September 2008

Periphyton abundancedata (what) collected by FCELTER(who) from
Northeast Shark River Slough, EvergladesNational Park, Florida (where)
fromSeptember 2006 to September 2008 (when)
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